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“Careful planning 
and management of 
our water resources 
is critical to 
ensuring supplies of 
clean water at a 
reasonable cost in 
the future.”

Introduction



“Economic growth, as well 
as population growth, 
depends upon a reliable 
supply of water for public 
use, thermoelectric 
generation, and commercial 
and industrial use.  . . . 
Counties and municipalities 
need to work together to 
develop regional plans. ”

Conclusions



Executive Order    2006Executive Order    2006--0101

• three year planning initiative

•$5 million over three years

•$1.5 million for local planning grants



GOVERNOR’S EXECUTIVE ORDER   Jan 2006.  
Calls on DNR OWR, in conjunction with Surveys, to: 
1) A comprehensive program for state and regional water 
supply planning & implementation
2) Public review of a strategic plan for a water supply 
planning and management program
3) Establishing a scientific basis & an administrative 
framework for implementation of state and regional water 
supply planning and management
4) Encourages creation of locally-based regional water 
supply planning committees
5) By December 31, 2006 have regional water Quantity 
plans in progress in 2 priority planning areas

Executive Order    2006Executive Order    2006--0101



Regional PlanningRegional Planning

• Chicago Metropolitan 
Agency for Planning 
(CMAP) will be Regional 
Coordinator for northeastern 
Illinois

• Mahomet Aquifer 
Consortium (MAC) will 
contract for the east-central 
study area

• CMAP and MAC groups 
will provide water demand 
projections



Main Components in Main Components in 
WaterWater--Supply PlanningSupply Planning

• Determine current water withdrawals & uses
• Construct future water demand scenarios
• Determine the capacity of existing supply facilities
• Determine potential yields & water quality from surface 

waters & aquifers
• Identify & evaluate impacts from drought, climate 

change, other risks & uncertainties
• Present & compare water-supply vs. demand scenarios
• Evaluate increasing water supply vs. decreasing demand
• Identify & evaluate risks, costs, & impacts of options



What Needs to be DoneWhat Needs to be Done

SB 1 created a long-range, bottom-up, 
water supply planning process in which 
regional planning groups were responsible 
for assessing the needs for water in their 
regions during drought-of-record conditions 
and developing conservation, management, 
and mitigation plans to meet those needs.

They designated a political subdivision, such 
as a river authority or groundwater 
conservation district to carry out the 
administrative functions of the planning 
process.  All meetings open to the public.



Key Findings from Texas Model/processKey Findings from Texas Model/process





Regional Planning ChallengesRegional Planning Challenges

• “We will never be able to agree on a solution until we can 
agree on the problem!”

• We must understand water resource development.

• We must meet the needs of growth and drought                    

• We must manage for the needs of large single purpose 
users.

• We must deal with domestic well impacts.
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Thank You - Questions
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